U.S. Census History – from 1790 to the present
The census has been taken every ten years since the early days of the United States of America. The U.S. Constitution requires only that the decennial census be a population count. Since the first census in 1790, however, the need for useful information about the United States' population and economy became increasingly evident. The decennial census steadily expanded throughout the nineteenth century. By the turn of the century, the demographic, agricultural, and economic segments of the decennial census collected information on hundreds of topics. The work of processing these data kept the temporary Census Office open for almost all the decades following the 1880 and 1890 censuses.
Recognizing the growing complexity of the decennial census, Congress enacted legislation creating a permanent Census Office within the Department of the Interior on March 6, 1902. On July 1, 1902, the U.S. Census Bureau officially "opened its doors" under the leadership of William Rush Merriam.
In 1903, the Census Office was moved to the newly created Department of Commerce and Labor. It remained within Commerce when Commerce and Labor split into separate departments in 1913.
Although the U.S. Census Bureau carries out hundreds of surveys every year, its most well-known duty is still to conduct the decennial census. Census results have several high-profile applications: they are used to reapportion seats in the House of Representatives, to realign congressional districts, and as a factor in the formulas that distribute hundreds of billions of dollars in federal funds each year. 
	United States Census Bureau, Through the Decades, August 31, 2020; https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/

A Snapshot of 200 years of census questionnaires
James Madison was president in 1820; here is a picture of his name in the 1820 census:
[image: 1820 census sheet highlighting President James Madison]

A recreation of the 1820 Census Questionnaire:
[image: page 1 of 1820 U.S. Census questionnaire, recreated]











[image: page 2 of 1820 U.S. Census questionnaire, recreated]












[image: Page 1 of the 1920 U.S. Census Questionnaire]100 years later for the 1920 census, "usual place of abode" became the basis for enumeration. Individuals were enumerated as residents of the place in which they regularly slept, not where they worked or might be visiting. People with no regular residence, including "floaters" and members of transient railroad or construction camps, were enumerated as residents of the place where they were when the count was taken. 

 




[image: Page 2 of the 1920 U.S. Census Questionnaire]












Now in 2020, the census form has changed dramatically, as has the wording of the questions on the questionnaire:
[image: Page 1 of the 1920 U.S. Census Questionnaire]
[image: Page 2 of the 2020 U.S. Census Questionnaire]
Census 2020 – Why get counted?
How census data is used: 
[bookmark: par_textimage_1848933088]To determine the distribution of Congressional seats to states
· Mandated by the U.S. Constitution
· Used to apportion seats in the U.S. House of Representatives
· Used to define legislature districts, school district assignment areas and other important functional areas of government
[bookmark: par_textimage_1869182291]Find out about the 2020 Census Redistricting Data Program

To make planning decisions about community services such as where to:
· Provide services for the elderly
· Build new roads and schools
· [bookmark: par_textimage_1074524798]Locate job training centers

To distribute more than $675 billion in federal funds to local, state and tribal governments each year census data informs how states and communities allocate funding for:
· Neighborhood improvements
· Public health
· Education
· Transportation
· Much more
[bookmark: par_textimage_449305289]
To provide Age Search information the Age Search service provides information for:
· Qualifying for Social Security and other retirement benefits
· Passport applications
· Proving relationship in settling estates
· Researching family history or a historical topic
United States Census Bureau, What We Do, May 2, 2019,         (https://www.census.gov/about/what.html#:~:text=To%20distribute%20more%20than%20%24675,Public%20health)

Ways to incorporate the census into your classroom or lesson plans:
The Census Bureau has already put together a number of activities for grades 9-12 which can be modified for use in your own curriculum in history, sociology, statistics, geography, economics, business, and more.
Probing questions such as:
1) Looking at the history timeline, what do you notice about census supervisors over the years and what might this tell us?
2) Why does the “race” box change over time? Why are people allowed to choose more than one box?
3) Using the “Fast Facts” page, what external factors might influence the changes in demographic counts or shifts? 
4) What kind of information can we get from these census questionnaires about U.S. residents? What other or additional information do you think should be on these questionnaires and why?
Statistics: how is it used to determine demographic data throughout the years that are not census years? 
Technology: How has the way in which data is collected changed over time and what sorts of data collection methods might work (better) in the future?
Past census Fast Facts: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/fast_facts/
Past census Questionnaires: https://www.census.gov/history/www/through_the_decades/questionnaires/
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Para completar el cuestionario en espaiiol, dele la vuelta y complete el lado verde.

FOR
OFFICIAL
USE ONLY

2. Were there any additional people staying here on April 1, 2020
that you did not include in Question 1?
pevple living in this Mark x| all that apply.

ur guidelines. [7] Children, related or unrelated, such as newborn babies,
grandchildren, or foster children

Relatives, such as adult children, cousins, or in-laws
+ |f no one live is address most of the time, go

us.gov or call the number on page 8. Nonrelatives, such as roommates or live-in babysitters

mim |

People staying here temporarily

1 No additional people

» |f someone who does not have a permanent place to live is

x|
staying here on April 1, 2020, count that person. QAL Lo

3. Is this house, apartment, or mobile home — Mark X|

] Owned by you or someone in this household with a mortgage

The Census Bureau also conducts counts in institutions and or loan? Include home equity loans.

other places, so: o
] Owned by you or someone in this household free and clear

« Do not count anyone living away from here, either at college (without a mortgage or loan)?
or in the Armed Forces. O breran
» Do not count anyone in a nursing home, jail, prison, detention '
facility, etc., on April 1, 2020. a Occupied without payment of rent?
» Leave these people off your questionnaire, even if they will A T T e
return to Iive_ here after they_ leave college, the nursing h_ome, " We will yl ; pt i o d.f fhicial C B
the military, jail, etc. Otherwise, they may be counted twice. " SijoondceobidereuinescediivEeliciaisesIsisaeay
usiness.

o _— . Telephone Number
1. How many people were living or staying in this house,

apartment, or mobile home on April 1, 2020? . .

FORM DI'Q1 (EIS) (05-31-2019) -

11100013

Number of people =
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5. Please provide information for each person living here. If
there is someone living here who pays the rent or owns this
residence, start by listing him or her as Person 1. If the
‘owner or the person who pays the rent does not live here,
start by listing any adult living here as Person 1.

What is Person 1's name? Print name below:
First Name

Last Namef(s)

6. What is Person 1's sex? Mark (X ONE box.

1 male [ Female

7. What is Person 1's age and what is Person 1's date of
birth? For babies less than 1 year old, do not wiite the age in
months. Write 0.as the age.

Print numbers in boxes.

Age on April 1, 2020 Month  Day ‘Year of birth

years

FHispanic
origins are not races.
8. Is Person 1 of Hispanic, origin?
1 No, not of Hispay
1 Yes, Mexi
O v
a

o

Yes

Yes, another Hispanic, Latio, or Sparish origin ~ Pri, for
example, Saivadoran, Dominican, Colombian, Guatemaian,
Spaniard, Ecuadorian etc. 7

9. What is Person 1's race?
Mark X one or more boxes AND print origins.

1 Whte - P, or exarpe, Gorman, s, Engsh, tatan,
Lobaness Eqypian o 3

Black o Affican Am. — Prnt, for example, Afrcan American,
Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somall, efc. 7

American Indian or Alaska Native
principal trbe(s), for examp

ume orenrolled or
fon, Blackfeet Tribe,

Vietnamese Native Hawailan

[ Korean ‘Samoan

O saparses Chamomo
her psian -

Bt b apanple,
Faitan Campacdan,
o

Other Pacific Islander -
Pt for example,
Tongan, Fjian,
Marshalese, stc. 3

Some other race - Print race or origin.

= If more people were counted in Question 1 on
the front page, continue with Person 2 on the
next page.

2

TG0z
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